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E v o l u t i o n  o f  a  M u l t i - C a m p u s  U n i v e r s i t y
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The nation’s first public university opens in Chapel Hill

NC General Assembly begins funding other institutions of higher education, beginning with the State Colored 
Normal School (now FSU) 

Legislation creates three-campus UNC including UNC (now UNC-CH), NC State College (now NCSU), 
and Woman’s College (now UNCG)

Three more campuses join the University by legislative action—UNCC, UNCA, and UNCW

State’s ten remaining senior public institutions join to create the 16-campus University of North Carolina

NC School of Science and Mathematics becomes the  17th UNC campus
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O u r  M i s s i o n

Key elements of UNC’s mission, as codified in NCGS 116-1:

• The University of North Carolina is a public, multi-campus university dedicated to the service of North Carolina and its 
people.

•  [Its] mission is to discover, create, transmit, and apply knowledge to address the needs of individuals and society.

• This mission is accomplished through

•  instruction, which communicates the knowledge and values and imparts the skills necessary for individuals to lead   

          responsible, productive, and personally satisfying lives;

•  through research, scholarship, and creative activities, which advance knowledge and enhance the educational process;

•  and through public service, which contributes to the solution of societal problems and enriches the quality of life in the  
          State. 

• In the fulfillment of this mission, the University shall seek an efficient use of available resources to ensure the highest 
quality in its service to the citizens of the State.
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A  T h i r d  C e n t u r y  o f  S e r v i c e
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A l s o  U n d e r  t h e  U N C  U m b r e l l a

 UNC Health Care System

 Area Health Education Centers

Small Business and Technology Development Center

Cooperative and Industrial Extension

UNC Center for Public Television

 North Carolina Arboretum

•UNC Center for School Leadership Development

NC Center for International Understanding

 UNC Press
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O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  S t r u c t u r e

Campus Boards of Trustees/Chancellors

ASU ECU

UNC-CHUNCA UNCC UNCG UNCP UNCW NCSSM WCU

ECSU FSU NCA&T NCCU NCSSM NCSU

NC General Assembly

UNC Board of Governors

UNC President

WSSU
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G u i d e d  B y  a  S e t  o f  S t r a t e g i c  D i r e c t i o n s

•  Setting degree attainment goals responsive to state needs

•  Strengthening academic quality

•  Serving the people of North Carolina

•  Maximizing efficiencies

•  Ensuring an accessible and financially stable university
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U N C  G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  S t r u c t u r e

Tom Ross
UNC President

Charlie Perusse
Chief Operating Officer

Suzanne Ortega
Senior Vice President

Academic Affairs
Chancellors

Kevin FitzGerald
Chief of Staff

Laura Fjeld
Vice President for 

Legal Affairs
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